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considerable difficulties to be overcome. At the conference
on January 12, the Prussians once more demanded all of
Saxony. This time, France, England, and Austria opposed
this demand, and England and Austria, in accord with
France, worked for two weeks preparing a counterplan.
As Alexander was now supporting Prussia much less ac-
tively, the Prussians would have had to give in very
quickly, if the three Allies had been united. But Castle-
reagh wanted to grant much greater concessions to Prussia
than did Austria and France; and Torgau ended by be-
coming a grave problem. "A city of no consequence,"
claimed Castlereagh. "A fortified town which alone is
worth a new war," answered the leaders of the Austrian
army. At last, on January 29, the Austro-English counter-
plan was presented to the Prussians. It offered Prussia
800,000 subjects in Saxony, 1,400,000 on the Rhine, which,
added to the rest, would make Prussia a country of some
ten million souls. But the Prussians were not satisfied and
demanded Leipzig. The bargaining began again, more
bitter than ever.
The activity of the Congress increased from week to
week; with the exception of the committee on German
affairs, which was still at an impasse, the other committees
were by no means asleep, and the number of them was
increasing. Secondary but not unimportant questions, like
the abolition of slavery, the policing of rivers and streams,
as well as the most diverse claims addressed to it from all
the corners of Europe, as if it were the restitutor orbis,
occupied the Congress more and more. It had even named
a committee on precedence to determine diplomatic cere-
mony, which had also been upset by the Revolution. A lot
of work was done, but very little was settled, particularly
on important matters. Between November 14 and Janu-
ary 16, the committee on Swiss affairs had held ten meet-
ings. It had taken into consideration a great many claims
and notes; it had listened to many delegations come to
give documentary information on the internal affairs of